Discipling POD Group Discussion Questions: Mark 8
October 1, 2025
Instructions for Discipling POD Leaders
These discussion questions are to facilitate this week’s group discussion on the weekly reading of The Discipleship Gospel. Begin the meeting by asking group members for prayer requests and inviting someone to volunteer to pray. Then, ask how their daily Bible study and reading assignments are going, encouraging them to share insights or challenges. Challenge the group to stay committed to reading, studying, and applying the action steps from the week.
APPLICATION FOLLOWUP:
· How did reading and journaling go? Thoughts from large group discussion.
· Share thoughts on “evil thoughts” journal? 
DISCUSSION: Chapter 8:
The keyword in Mark 8 is GOSPEL FULLNESS. Mark 8 is a very important chapter. It’s not only the halfway point of Mark’s Gospel, but it’s also the turning point. Jesus brings all the essential elements of the gospel of the kingdom of God together in Mark 8. Until this point in Mark’s Gospel, many people have said many things about whom they thought Jesus was. Surprisingly, The Twelve said nothing except asking, “Who is this?” (Mark 4:41)

OBSERVE: What Do You See? 
READ Mark 8:27-33. 
· What question did Jesus very pointedly ask The Twelve in verse 29? How did Peter answer? 
 You are the Christ! This is the first human pronouncement of who Chrsit is. Remember the Legion (5:7-9).
· Historical Insight on “Christ”: Christ means “______________ ,” which carries the idea of God’s Anointed King. “Christ” is not a name; it’s a _________ given to the One about whom all Scripture is written and the One who fulfills all Scripture, including fulfilling more than ______ Old Testament prophecies. To say Jesus is “the Christ” is to acknowledge he is God in the flesh, God’s Anointed King, God’s one and only Son, the Savior of the World.
Anointed one (Messiah); Title; 400
· After Peter’s confession, what did Jesus begin teaching The Twelve in Mark 8:31? Be specific. (This was the first time Jesus spoke of these things; see also Mark 9:30-32 and 10:32-34—three times in three chapters!)
His death (killed) and resurrection (after three days rise again).

INTERPRET: What does it mean? 
· In Mark 1:14-17, we learned of four essential elements of Jesus’ gospel. In Mark 8:27-33, we learn three more. With your leader’s help, list all seven.
Declarative: The kingdom of God (1:15), Jesus is the Christ (8:29); His death (8:31); His resurrection (8:31)
Imperative: Repent of sin (1:15); Believe the gospel (1:15); Follow Jesus (1:17)
· What similarities do you notice about what Paul writes there and what Jesus tells his disciples in Mark 8:27-31?
· Why is Peter able to confess Jesus as the Christ, but then reject the idea of His suffering? 
· What does this tension reveal about human expectation versus God’s plan?
· In what ways do we sometimes want Jesus on our own terms rather than on His?

APPLY: How does it apply? 
· At this point in your journey with Jesus, if Jesus asked you, “Who do you say I am?” what would you say? 
· The “Gospel Memorization” Project: Read the 101-word gospel definition of “The Discipleship Gospel” at the end of this workbook. Read it each day for five days. Try to memorize it this week and recite to your discipleship group at your next meeting. 
Hand out “The Discipleship Gospel” cards.

PRAY: A.C.T.S. 
· Adoration: Start praying by focusing on God and his goodness. 
· Confession: Acknowledge your need for God and confess any sin in your life to him. 
· Thanksgiving: Give thanks to God for his forgiveness and for the Holy Spirit who empowers us to obey Jesus. 
· Supplication: Pray for others and for various things in your own life.
Action Steps for the Week
· Purposeful: Reflect on the teachings of Jesus. What does this mean for you and your walk as a disciple of Christ?
· Organizational: Continue to organize a service project within your group and coordinate to serve together. Consider the sacrifice of disciples of Christ. 
· Disciplined: As you read through Mark, journal specific things that stick out to you and include a brief application statement for yourself. Be prepared to share each week.
Assignment for Next Meeting
· Reading: Mark 9. Journal some thoughts from each day and be prepared to share with the group
· Application: Read 101-word gospel definition each day for 5 days. 



