Discipling POD Group Discussion Questions: Chapter 12
November 12, 2025
These discussion questions are to facilitate this week’s group discussion on the weekly reading of The Discipleship Gospel. Begin the meeting by asking group members for prayer requests and inviting someone to volunteer to pray. Then, ask how their daily Bible study and reading assignments are going, encouraging them to share insights or challenges. Challenge the group to stay committed to reading, studying, and applying the action steps from the week.
APPLICATION FOLLOWUP:
· How did reading and journaling go? Thoughts from large group discussion.
· How did the forgiveness prayers go this week?  
DISCUSSION: Chapter 12:
The keyword in Mark 12 is LOVING OTHERS. Jesus was asked one of the most controversial questions of his time in Mark 12: Which of the 613 commandments in the Old Testament is the most important? Jesus’ answer had to do with loving others. This helps us understand that the basic orientation of our lives as followers of Jesus is to be others-focused, not self-centered. 
OBSERVE: What Do You See? 
· According to Jesus, what are the two most important commandments in the Old Testament? How would you summarize them?
· Love God (Deut. 6:4-5)
· Love others (Lev. 19:18)
· Now that you’ve read these verses, what about Jesus’ answer stands out to you?
INTERPRET: What does it mean? 
· Read John 13:34-35. Jesus’ teaching about a new commandment is similar to and different from his most important commandment teaching. How are they similar? How are they different? 
· Similar: Both Jesus’ most important commandment and his new commandment are others-focused and love-centered.
· Different: His new commandment is more specific: not just God but also Jesus, not just neighbors but also one another. 
· As we consider how to love others just as Jesus has loved us, we need to know two things. We are commanded to love others with Jesus’ love, which is to say with His kind of love. As we show love for our brothers and sisters, the world will know we are disciples of Christ.
· Read 1 John 4:19-21. What do these verses teach us about the connection between our love for God and loving others? 
· Teaches us that one cannot truly say they love God if they hate another person.
APPLY: How does it apply? 
· By the time we get to Mark 12:28-34, the Pharisees and Herodians and the Sadducees have had a chance to “trap” Christ. Now the Scribes take a stab at it. The scribes were the leader and scholars responsible for copying, interpreting, and preserving God’s Word. They were the experts in the Law of Moses. 
· In this exchange, Jesus is asked about the question that lies at the heart of the matter. “What is the greatest commandment?” The response Christ gives to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself encapsulates the entire law and prophets. True faith is not about legalism, it is about wholehearted love. 
· This passage calls us to a love that is both vertical—toward God—and horizontal—toward others. It’s a call to live out faith as a dynamic, loving relationship, not mere rule-keeping. As Deuteronomy 10:12-13 reminds us, God requires us to fear Him, walk in His ways, love Him, serve Him with all our heart and soul, and keep His commandments for our good.
· What does it mean practically to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength in daily life? How can we avoid dividing our love or giving only partial devotion?
· Loving your neighbor as yourself requires empathy and action. Who in your life is challenging to love, and how can you grow in showing them Christ’s love?
· How does Jesus’ response shape your understanding of obedience and discipleship?
ASSIGNMENT: For Next Meeting
· Reading: Mark 13. Journal some thoughts from each day and be prepared to share with the group
· Application: “Jesus Paradigm” project. It is on our church website under “rbcrehobeth.com/markstudy” This very short book will help you to think about God’s love through the “Jesus Paradigm.” After you read it, complete the section below. 
· How am I doing? How am I doing at loving others ? 
· Read Ephesians 1:3-14 and note how this passage reinforces the Jesus Paradigm. What ten things do these verses teach us God has done for us “in Christ”?
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